The ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ and 

ScotDance Canada Championship Series

The ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’, sanctioned by the Scottish Official Board of Highland Dancing, had their origin at the City of Ottawa Highland Games, where they were staged in 1974, 1975 and 1976. The concept of holding a National Highland Games was the idea of Pipe Major A.M. Cairns. Events were held on an inter-provincial level, with each province eligible to send representatives in the areas of pipe bands, solo pipers, solo drummers, drum majors, dancers, caber tossers and tug-of-war teams. In addition, the inter-provincial representatives could enter competitions in their related areas open to all-comers. The Highland Dancing events were organized by Coordinators, Heather Jolley of Burnaby, BC and Donna Jean (Ritchie) Ostrander of Ottawa, ON.

In 1977, the City of Ottawa withdrew its financial assistance from these National Highland Games; however, the ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ in Highland Dancing had become such a popular event that plans were put in place to ensure the continuance of these Championships. Since 1978, when the ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ were held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, the Championships have moved on an east-west rotation and have been held in Antigonish, Nova Scotia (1979, 1985), Calgary, Alberta (1980, 1994), Montreal, Quebec (1981, 1993), Burnaby, British Columbia (1982), Cambridge, Ontario (1983), again in Winnipeg, Manitoba (1984, 1992), Edmonton, Alberta (1986), Regina, Saskatchewan (1987), Hamilton, Ontario (1988), Saint John, New Brunswick (1989), Whistler, British Columbia (1990), Halifax, Nova Scotia (1991), London, Ontario (1995), Kelowna, British Columbia (1996), Sydney, Nova Scotia (1997), and Regina, Saskatchewan (1998). The ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ returned to Ottawa, ON for its 25th Anniversary in 1999. Edmonton, AB hosted the 2000 ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ followed by Montreal, QC in 2001 and Vancouver, BC in 2002.

It is an amazing accomplishment that these Championships have continued so successfully over the years, largely due to the enthusiasm and hard work of the dedicated committees who have undertaken the organization of the event each year and to the participation of dancers from coast to coast. The event has grown from a one-day championship to a multi-day event now known as the ‘ScotDance Canada Championship Series’ and attended by dancers from around the globe.

In 2003 the parent body of ScotDance Canada undertook responsibility for the hosting of the Championship Series, which was held in St. Catharines, ON that year. The need for a more formal rotation system for the location of future Championship Series was recognized and a rotational schedule for the future was established.

2004 marked the 30th Anniversary of the ‘Canadian Inter-Provincial Championships’ with the ‘ScotDance Canada Championship Series’ being held in Winnipeg, MB. A project to expand the historical records to include the names of winners of the ‘Open’ Championships held at the Championship Series was spearheaded by Mrs. Helen Christie, mother of ScotDance Canada member, Tara Christie. The information accumulated has now been added to the official historical records of ScotDance Canada.

The ScotDance Canada Championship Series was held in Antigonish, NS in 2005, Calgary, AB in 2006 and most recently in Saint John, NB in 2007. The summer of 2008 will see this prestigious event take place in Victoria, BC where the “Victoria Open Championship” will honour Mrs. Adeline Duncan for her lifetime of contribution to Highland Dancing.
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